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THE S-38 AMPHIBIAN
WE could hardly have survived that heavy blow
had it not been for the fine, courageous and
loyal support of our New England friends, and of the
personnel in the organization. Perhaps the bitterest
misfortune was the loss of the two men, Lieutenant
J. Islamov, one of our important members, and the
Frenchman, Mr. Clavier, radio operator for Captain
Fonck. Extremely hard also was the loss of the beauti-
ful 8-35, which was by far the most important aero-
plane designed and built by myself in the United
States up to 1931, and which most probably was, in
general, the leading ship of its class at that time. After
it had burned, the performances of the ship were often
questioned as having been impossible. Even though
we were confident of the accuracy of the measure-
ments and even had some test reports signed by out-
side witnesses, the absence of the ship made it difficult
to make any use of the success, which was practically
buried with the ship.
The financial situation of the company was ob-
viously deplorable. At that time there was no possi-
bility of insuring the ship and it was a total loss, the
major part of which fell on our organization. All our
capital was spent, and in addition there wis an in-
debtedness many times in excess of our assets. The
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